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By JUDITH CAMERON

Staff Writer -(r_IO |

NORTHAMPTON — A bronze, life-size
statue of Sojourner Truth will take jts -

place in a Florence park within six to
12 months, now that sculptor Thomas
Jay Warren has been named to create
the iribute to the legendary abolition-
ist and feminist who lived in Florence.

The Sojourner Truth Memorial Statue
Committee Thursday announced its
decision to award the commission to
Warren, who recently moved from North
Carolina to Denver,

Warren's last name was reparted
incorrectly in a story in the Gazette
Thursday.

Nancy Felton, chairwoman of the
committee, said Warren was chosen
because his rendering captured a weli—
known likeness of Truth.

Warren's maquette showed Truth as
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- The next step is:;géekiﬁg_ : _
final approval for placing
the statue in a small park.

an orator,
“standing firm and strong and tall and
powerful,” said Feltun Truth was over
6 feet tall,

“We wanted sehonichlldren to be able
to look at it and know it was Sojﬁurm

" Felton said.- :

: Truth was part of the Northamptcn
Assucaatmn of Education and Industry,
a utopian comimunity on Park Stréet in

- Florence in the 1840s, A former slave,

she was an outspoken' advocate for
justice and equal rights for women, She
stayed in the area until about 1856.
The notion of a statue grew out a
commlttee formed after the: Rodney

WA A g =
-3 -
g g >
= ©

(:D =3

]

g 2

= 5 £
=e 5\
c g -
& Q y)

arms. outstretehed ~and-

- ng riots in Los Ange les in 1992, The
Committee . to; Dismanile. Racism Trec- "

arnmended bulldmg a statueto honor
Truth and recognize her’ role in: the
history of Florence., :

Felton said committee members hope'.

the statue will be a springboard for edu-

cating both children and adults about:

Truth and ideas she supportad.
Warren was one of saveral finahsts

who submitted maqueties, or models,

which  were . on display for pubhe

comment. Warren’s model was popular .
and generated ‘wcmbfe rewews,Felton :

said;

Warren could not he reached for'
-comment Thursday. '

The 'next “step is. seel{mg fmai

approval for piacmg the siatue in‘g
small park - ‘at the corner of Pine and
Park str »ts in Florence 'I‘he Board 0f

See TRJTH!Back of sectm i
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Public:: Wo:&s. has: tentatweiy.-

‘approved the project. .

Warren will work w1th Naney_
" Denig, a Northampton land- .

scape architect, on prepa
the site for the siatue, w
will-be some 7 feet tall

Warren, who was born i in Mis-
sissippi, has- created several

. poriraits, monuments

memorlals mcludmg a Medgar

The wmmng statue of So‘;ourners
Truth _

'Z”Evers Memormi in: Jackson,’
© Miss., and 3 life-size bronze:

statize of Martin Luther ng Jr..
Jin Newark, NJ o _:

The: commtttee ecewed a
'$100 000 state grant and raised
another $160,000 for the project. .
Warren will be paid a
$100,000. ‘The. committee ‘will
assume the cost of preparmg-

ring:
hich-

the c1ty with money ‘For main-
tenance of the park and statue.' :

and



