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_So;ournm Truth electrified
Avoman’s. -rights conven- -
tion iit Akron, Ohio; in
i 1851;-$triding to the front -
oi the crovwd through a raucous band
of clergymen who were deterrnined to
disrupt the meeting. Mose than six
feet tall and built like a halfback with
hige muscles from working in the.
fields, Truth ridiculed the argument -
that women were top delicate to sur- :
vive putside the protection of the
home and should be shiélded from
public life, “The man over there says
women need to be helped into car-
ringes and lifted over ditches, and
to have the best place everywhere.
Nobody ever helps me into C'mnges >
or over puddles, orgives me the
" best place—and ain't I awoman?
She flexed her arm to shoiwv her -
strength and said, “T could i ork as
much and eat as muchas a man-:
when [ could getit—and bear the
lash as well! And ain’t { 4 woman?
I have borne thirteen children, and -
seen most of 'em sold into slav ery, .
and when I cried out with my::
mother'’s grief, none butjcsus
heard me—and ain’t [ a woman?”

was a puwerful womsn's - rlghts activist -

suppart. T ie waves of new immi-
grants coming into the country w ere -

Truth reminded the clergymen
that Jesus was the productof God and a -
woman; man had nothing to do with it. B\ thc time shc fimshcd

even some of the clergymen were d;)p]audmg. The fight for suftfrage

fiad all the twists and turns of a modern thriller, and the story sheds

light on how reform, slowly but surely, happens in America: p'un-

fully, often with difficult compromises, driver: by both powerful +

pusonalat;lcq and the sacrifices of ordinary, often unsung puop!c
“Truth was horn a slave named Isabella in the 1790s in New

York and escaped in the 1820s. She gained legal freedom under an

1817 New York statute that freed slaves under 40 in the year 1827,

Truth had no permanent address and supported herself as a livesin -

damestic. When she traveled, she staved with leaders of the wom-.
an's movement, including Susan B. Antheny and Elizabeth Stan-

ton. Though she could neither read nor write, she was unmatched -

as a storyteller, Dressed in red, white, and blue, she transfixed

audiences with her presence and her spelibinding oratory. :
The moral responsibility to speak out against the evils ()fsl'l\'crv

prompted more women, white and black, to enter public life. To- -

gether they drove the reform movement. Skin color didn’t matter .

in the context of fighting slavery. A February 1844 antislav ery fmr
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ists. -\nt:—[mh, anti- thlaohc, and anti-forcign attituces took lmld
. s the country industrialized and millions of people arrived each

. as the women orators. The event would he: recorclcd in fcnamxst.-.

. spiritofa ‘snake? She spat out the sibilarit words; commtsemtmg..f

- equally problematical for the suffrag:

year from-cultures considered alien. Most of the men arriving by the-
boatload were never going to be allies; they Held conservative views -

. of women and were deeply distrustful of the suffragists: = 2o

- :An 1833 convention on women's-rights.in New: iork ati;racted

“women from ¢leven states and as far away as. England and Ger*:
-many. A humber of men had infiltrated the proceedings and did ¢

their best to disrupt the speakers, shouting insultsand making -
loud hissing noises; Male speakers; including the noted 'zhohtmn—
ist William Lloyd Garrison, were treated with the same disrespéot:

lmton ds “f:hc Mob Convention? e
It took Sojourner Truth to put the protcstors in theu- placc. s
“Sorme of you liave got the spirit of a goose, and some have got the

with her tormentors that they had to endure seeing a colored: : :
womar tell them about women's rights. “We'll have our rights,'"-sh'e}-
declared. “You may hiss as much asvou like; but itis coming”
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